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Project Update Coding Club Opportunities at the Elementary Schools

National Merit Scholarship Program Finalist Monticello School District Announces 1:1 or One Device

per Student as Part of the Technology Plan
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During this school year, the Elementary Schools began 

offering coding clubs to students.  Coding club is an 

opportunity that provides an introduction to computer 

science and chance to demystify coding.  Coding helps nur-

ture problem-solving skills, logic and creativity.  By starting

early, students will have a foundation for success in any

21st-century career path.

Little Mountain Elementary started our

initial coding club at the beginning of

March. Mr. Rassier, Mr. Boraas, and 

Mr. Bekius volunteer their time every

Monday morning before school to work

with 25 students who signed up to come

in early and explore the world of coding.

The students and their teachers use

code.org and other apps to build lines of code. The students

will eventually write lines of code that will

allow them to drive a robotic ball around

Little Mountain Elementary hallways.

Coding club gives our students the 

opportunity to collaborate and develop

computer programming skills. 

Pinewood Elementary runs the Hour

of Code program with students in

kindergarten through 5th grade with

Ms. Newhouse and Mrs. Schimtz.

Using the courses onstudio.code.org

students learned the basics of 

coding. Many of the students truly

enjoyed the program, so in February, we began two coding

clubs. The club for grades 2 and 3 is exploring the basics

of coding especially logic, if statements, conditionals, and

loops. The club for grades 4 and 5 is more advanced and

has begun learning to write

JavaScript code using the lessons at

codecombat.com. The coding clubs

were limited to 20 students and will

continue until the end of the school

year. The 2nd and 3rd grade group

had a waiting list of over 30 

students.

Next school year, the elementary schools hope to offer 

additional opportunities for coding.
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Monticello School District Announces 
1:1 or One Device per Student as Part 
of the Technology Plan

As a result of the voter approved levy and bond referen-
dum, the District is making plans to distribute a digital 
device to students in grades 6-12 over the next two
years.  The initiative allows each student to have a device
as a learning tool.  “People today access information
using the web because that’s where the most current 
information is located,” said Dr. Jim Johnson, superin-
tendent.  “If we’re preparing students for the world they
are going to enter, we need to teach them to effectively
and efficiently access information electronically.  The 1:1
devices will provide a tool students can use to get the 
information they need to be successful in our schools and
prepare them to be successful as adults.”  

The District is slated to begin implementing the plan to
issue a Chromebook device, in September 2016 to 
students attending grades 6-8 at Monticello Middle
School.  In September 2017 a device will be issued to
students attending grades 9-12 at Monticello High
School.   The 1:1 program will give teachers and students
the opportunity to work in a blended learning environment
using both textbook and digital materials, student 
collaboration tools in all subject areas with the goal of 
enhancing student learning.   Students will need access
to learning materials during and after the school day.  
The Chromebooks issued to students will have offline 
capabilities so students can continue to work offline if no
wireless is available.    

Currently teams within the District, the Middle School,
and the High School are preparing in a number of areas
to get ready for the rollout.  Planning teams are working
on infrastructure upgrades to accommodate for the 
increase in digital devices; policies to manage devices; a
full implementation of Google Apps for Education to 
support collaboration;  implementation logistics; a 
student technical support team; and teacher professional
development.  Planning for parent and student resources
is also taking shape and will be shared during parent/stu-
dent orientation sessions at Back to School Open House
in the Fall.  
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Project Update

The district is very busy with

planning for the projects which

were approved as part of the

referendum in November.  In

February, the school board

saw plans for the parking lot

upgrades at Pinewood as well

as the interior remodeling of

that building which will provide a secure entrance to the

building. The parking lot upgrades will provide more

parking spaces and improve the pick-up and drop-off

of students. The secure entrance will include a reloca-

tion of the offices and a repurposing of the existing 

office area. The upgrades will provide more conference

room space for meetings with parents and move health

services closer to the main office which will be a benefit

parents when they are picking up their child. The school

board will be approving bids on these projects in late

April or early May.

For the Middle School the focus has been on the office

addition which will provide a secure entrance for that

facility. The addition will be on the front of the building

just west of the current main entrance. During the

school day parents and visitors will be required to

enter the building through the office before being

granted access to the rest of the building.  As with

Pinewood, the new space will offer additional space

for meetings and will consolidate all student support

services within one area. The school board will be 

calling for bids on this project in the near future.

At the High School the staff is involved in preliminary

planning for the gymnastics gym and the stadium. 

The planning groups are still in the initial stages of 

discussing potential designs to make sure that the final

plans meet the needs of those using the facilities.  

At this time the plan is to break ground on these 

projects sometime this summer.

Jim Johnson   

Superintendent

School Board Calendar 
Board Meetings: 6 p.m. at the Monticello Middle School Board Room • May 2 |  June 6 

School Board
Robbie Smith  - Chair • Bill Spartz - Vice – Chair/Treasurer  • Jill Bartlett – Secretary/Clerk 

Jeff Hegle – Director • Carol McNaughton – Director • Missy Hanson –  Director
Tyler Gaeth & Paige Kramer –  Student Rep. • Jim Johnson – Superintendent 

Monticello Middle School 

Addition and Renovation Phase 1 Design 

Development Presentation

Phase One includes:

• Exterior window and door replacement • Office Addition with secure entry

• Auditorium upgrades including lights, sound system, seating, and finishes

Phase One Includes:

• East Wing toilet replacement

• East Wing exterior window and door replacement

• East Wing locker replacement

• Site work for Expanded Parking

• Main Office relocation including Secure Entry

• Student Services relocation

• Special Education Classroom relocation

under construction

Superintendent Report 

National Merit Scholarship Program Finalist

Emily Romine, Monticello High School Senior and daughter of Todd

and Suzanne Romine, has been named a National Merit Scholarship

Program finalist.  This accomplishment is achieved by approximately

15,000 U.S. high school seniors each year out of 1.5 million that enter

the competition.

The competition begins each year as high school juniors throughout

the 22,000 high schools across the country have the option to take

the Preliminary SAT Test.   Emily’s high score on the test qualified her

as a semi-finalist.  As a semi-finalist, Emily had to submit an essay

and application and take the SAT test.

Emily’s application outlined the array of activities of which she is a

participant, achievements, and volunteering.  Activities include being

on the school math team and participating in Math Madness, an 

ongoing online math competition.  Achievements focus on her artistic

ability as Emily has had multiple “best in show” awards at the annual

Monticello District Art Show and was named Mississippi 8 All 

Conference for her painting of her dog “Angel”.  Most impressive

may be her tireless volunteerism benefitting Maria State Park, 

St. Henry’s Catholic Church, Crossroads Animal Shelter in Buffalo,

and True Strides of Maple Lake where she assists those in need with

horseback riding therapy.

In February Emily was named a finalist. To reach this level a finalist

is judged to have the strongest combination of accomplishments,

skills, and potential for success in rigorous college studies. 

The competition has positioned Emily for many college scholarships.

The University of Minnesota, where she plans to attend next year,

has already offered Emily a Gold Scholarship of $40,000, a Presiden-

tial Scholarship of $20,000, and an Undergraduate Research 

Scholarship of $1,700.  Emily plans to major in biology while 

“narrowing her direction more specifically”. 

Monticello School District is proud of Emily.
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